
The rap1d growth of the aquat1c weed. hydnlla, on 
the Potomac R1ver. ·now threatens to 1nsp1re a parallel 
proliferation of red tape." according to a July 11. 1984 
story m the Washmgton Post R1chard Ham­
merschlag. chief of the NPS Ecolog1cal Serv1ces Lab 
1n D.C .. IS quoted m the story. the news peg for wh1ch 
was the Army Corps of Eng meers call for .. 1mmed1ate 
act1on" to control the weed. 

"There·s never gomg to be a total Potomac control 



system strategy: Hammerschlag IS quoted as say1ng. 
following a meet1ng w1th Corps officials to discuss the 
hydrilla problem. He suggested that there may be 
some small-scale testing of hydnlla control methods 
th1s summer. but that "basically hydrilla IS here to stay. 
It's too late," he said. "It has already distributed itself. 
It IS a new adjustment that a new generation will have 
to make ... 

Hammerschlag descnbed h1s main interest as a 
search for "a calmer view. There IS no question:· he 
said. "that hydrilla prov1des pos1tive v1rtues to some 
extent. but it doesn t prov1de any that nat1ve species 
don·t also offer ... 


