The rapid growth of the aguatic weea. hycrila. on
the Potomac River. ‘now threatens to nspire a para‘iel
orobferation of rec tape  according to & July 11. 1984
story in e Washinglon  Post. Richard  Ham-
merschlag. cnief of the NPS Ecolog.cal Services Lab
in D.C . is quoted in the story. the news peg *or which
was the Army Corps of Engineers calt ‘or “'immedtate
action” 1o conirol the weed

“There's never going ic be a total Patomac control



system strategy.” Hammerschiag 1s quoted as saying.
following a meeting with Corps officials to discuss the
hydrilla problem. He suggested that there may be
some small-scale testing of hydrila contro: methods
tris summer. butthat basically hydnlias here to stay
Its too late” he said it nas atready distnouted itself
It1s a new adjustment that a new generation wiil have
to make.”

Hammerschlag descrbed his main interest as a
search for "a calmer view. There 15 no guestion.” he
saig. “that hydrifa provides positive viriues to some
exient, but it doesn't provide any that native species
dont alsc offer.”



