
The June 22, 1984 issue of Science contains an 
article by R.O. Peterson, R.E. Page, and K.M. Dodge 
(all of Michigan Technological University's Depart· 
ment of Biological Sciences) on "Wolves, Moose, and 
the Allometry of Population Cycles." The authors re· 
port evidence, from long-term studies, of long-term 
oscillatory behavior in a large mammal predator-prey 
system, and that their data are consistent with the 
proposal that "herbivore populations should fluctuate 
at periods proportional to the fourth root of body 
mass." They note that the relalionship between body 
size and life cycles " is so simple and pervasive that 
it can be overlooked." The dependence of cycle period 
on body size "follows logically," they state, "the prem· 
ise that animal cycles reflect the interaction of natality, 
mortality, and dispersal, coupled with the allometric 
scaling of physiological functions and life history 
characteristics to M 114." 


