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“ditor's Note: This review was writterr for Horizons,
he U.S. AID magazine for the developmental profes-
iona,

Marks promotes one overriding theme in this
nonograph, which is largely derived from his work in
ambia coupled with documents relating to wildlife
onservation and management in centraf and eastern
\frica: That development is a totality which cannot be
roperly understood by its separation into convenient
arts; and that development objectives of large{r) or-
anizational units must be based on initiatives or-
janized at the local level.

This is not a novel theme, particularly as it regards
vildlife management in Africa. The problem, however,
s that neither is it a practice. Marks spends a consid-
rable amount of effort and space in taking to task
he colgnial approach to wildlife management intro-
juced and practiced in most African countries, i.e.,
rotection, regulation, establishment of national
arks, curtailiment of local rural utilization of game
pecies, government controls, and political and
conomic interests prevalent at central administration
ind management levets. He points out that such prac-
ices do not consider the well being of the majority of
eople, the dependence upon wildlife resources by
ural people, or the reason for such practices other
han that they “work” in Europe and North America.

Mark’s main contention is that unless social and
altural concerns are integrated with biological
sconomic and political considerations, wildlife man-
igement as currently practiced will not succeed. He
rgues that “decisions affecting wildlife survival and
he weffare of small-scale rural societies, ofien exist-
1@ on the same terrain, are increasingly made in
sureaucratic institutions far removed from the conse-
juences of their actions;” what i cali technology trans-
2r by armchair ecologists, who usually neither visit
yith nor listen to Africans who are affected by their
leas, plans, and programs, and when they do, listen
3 the wrong ones.

To support his theme, Marks goes into considerable
etail which may be of interest to the serious scholar
r development expert regarding such topics as the
rt of scientific knowfedge, the wildlife management
aradigm, the process of paradigmatic change, re-
ource systems and change, and problems as-
ociated with interdependence in a changing world.
le also describes the evolution of wildlife manage-
1ent practices in Zambia, backed by discussions of
3source utilization not necessarily considered by
uch management.

As one who supports Marks’ theme, and would go
eyond it to question whether many current wildiife
1anagement practices are either necessary or sound
wow often were traditional ‘management” or uses of
iidiife examined before imposing the colonial sys-
'ms?), | feel this book is important reading for the
arious student of African wildife. for development
ssistance experts who will affect wildlife resources
y their decisions, and for anyone who feels he can

apend upon fradiional wildlife literature to under-



