
"The Proper D1splay of Data" by Gina Kalata 1n the 
Oct. 12. 1984 issue of SCience discusses means of 
improv1ng graphs as an aid to presentation of scien­
tific information. The author c1tes the work of AT&T 
Bell Lab scientists. who sifted through the JOurnals 
and found not only a great lack of imagination in the 
use of ava1lable new graphing techniques, but a 30 
percent occurrence of at least one error in the graphs. 
Readers surveyed were found to have d1ff1culty in 
JUdging graph slopes or vertical distances between 
curves. Investigators also quest1oned the convention 
of putting one standard error bar on graphs as ·a 
knee-jerk reaction" to the numencal convention for 
describing sample-to-sample vanations - suggesting 
that graphs should be drawn to show confidence 1nter-



vals rather than standard errors. 
Overall, the message is that scientists could im· 

prove their graphical analysis presentation of data by 
learning some of the new methods of displaying data 
- methods recently invented by statisticians. 


