
From Science (Vol. 226, p. 150) comes word of a 
major private effort to collect and preserve the more 
than 3000 endangered varieties of plants 1n the United 
States. Developed by scientists from 14 leading U.S. 
botanical gardens and arboretums, the program calls 
for establishment of a national Center for Plant Con­
servation .. . to be divided into regional centers where 
climate and scientific expertise will be most closely 
suited to particular plant varieties. Headquarters for 
this proposed consortium of botanical gardens will be 
at Harvard University's Arnold Arboretum. 

Frances Thibodeau, acting scientific director of the 
Arnold Arboretum, sets at 10 to 15 percent the wild 
species 1n this country that are either seriously en­
dangered or threatened. '·By grow1ng them in botani­
cal gardens," the Sctence article states. "researchers 
will be able to study their growth and ecological re­
qwrements . .. (and look for) sources of unrecognized 
medicinals or other potentially useful chemicals." 


