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“Interpretation: To What End?” by Bab Peart. man-
ager of Informai Leaming Environments Consulting
Services in Victoria. B.C.. appears in the Fall issue
of the NPS Ranger Newsleiter. reprinted there by
Editor Biil Halainen with permissien from The Interpre-
fer. the Western Interpreters Association Journal for
Environmental Communicators.

The articte is based on a 1978 paper by J. P. Foley
and J. A Keith, and considers interpretation as a four-
fold program: (1} as a tool for attitude change. (2) as
a management tool, (3) as an educationa tool. and
14) as a recreational inspirational expenence. The re-
creational inspirational experience “should be domin-
ant.” according to the authors.

“The other three categones,” they write. “for
reasons of less direct advantage to the public. ques-
tionable messages considering our audience, lack of
presence of the object being interpreted. secondary
level rather than primary goal development. and lack
of application for the total profession were deemed
less suitable as the phitosephicai foundation upon
which 1o base programs.”




