
Development of a policy to control acid rain is lag­
ging behind the pace of research, according to an 
article by lvars Peterson in the July 28, 1984 issue of 
Science News entitled "Acid Rain's Political Web." 

"Delaying action will allow emissions to rema1n high 
for a decade longer with the risk of further ecological 
damage," the article states, but "acting now involves 
the risk that the control program would be less cost 
effective or efficient than one designed later." 

The report sums up the "contradictory or ambiguous' 
information about acid rain's effects on agricultural 
crops and human health, the growing evidence of acid 
rain damage to lakes and streams and possibly to for· 
ests. and the fear of a deepening of regional divisions 
while the issue of "who pays?' remains unresolved. 

"At the moment," Peterson concludes, "a legislative 
solution seems far away. Meanwhile the research 
continues. and the rain falls.' 


