


4" » 5') and camping and monitoring gear to the ciiff
site 1n Acadia would taxe approximately 30 man-days.
The Coast Guard, however, had to deliver an air com-
pressor to Egg Rock, an island two miles off the coast
of Mount Deserl Island and five miles from Jordan
Cliffs, and agreed to transport alt our gear free of
charge. Because of the size of the Coast Guard's
helicopter and the physical features of the cliff ledge,
our gear could not be delivered directy to the site.
Instead, it was brought to the summit of Penobscot
Mountain, anc five men transported all the gear to
the ¢iiff site in one and a half days.

On May 25. 1985, Duley. one of two students from
the College of the Atlantic who would care for the
peregrine chicks, prepared the site and set up camp
for the seven chicks, which had been driven to Acadia
from Cornel! by Dr. Jack Barclay, Peregrine Fund field
biclogist. Accompanied by reporters and photo-
graphers from the Bangor Daily NMews, the Associated
Press and the local press, the seven chicks - 5 female
and 2 male — bred in captivity, were carried to the site
in canine transpart cages by Park and Peregrine Fund
personnel. One wesk later, Marty Gilroy, a Peregrine
Fund assistant, arrived at Acadia to supervise the
release of the chicks and to monitor their progress as
well as our own performance with the project.

On June 7. the chicks were released from the hack
box for the firstime. Cne chick immediately flew from
the box and was not seen again for a day and a half,
and by the end of the second day &il seven birds were
fiying. Six weeks after the chicks were delivered to
the Jordan Cliffs site, the attendants began the
weaning process. Pricr to that date, each falcon chick
received cne frozen cockerel per day, dropped to the
hacking ledge from another ledge above the hack
hox. When gulls and other larger birds began taking
some of the food, the cockerels were tied down by
the aftendants. After the sixtn week. the birds were
fed every cther day. Park personnel supplied the
altendants with ice, supplies and feed for the falcons
every three days.

In addition lc feeding the chicks and monitoring
their progress. the hack site attendants acted asinter-
preters to hikers who approached the site and also
watched for climbers interested in testing their skills
on the cliff. Although the Jordan Cliffs hack site was
chosen because of its 500-foof ¢liffs and relative iso-
lation, anoccasicnal hiker did visit the area. The atten-
dants explained that the Park was participating in the
Peregrine Fund's release project. and that the birds
are an endangered species and somewhat fearful cf
humans, Frequently they explained what had already
occurred in the hacking process. what the chicks ate
and how often, and, if the birds were in the vicinity,
whal thelr flying skills and technigues were and where
one could best view their aerial display.

The young falcons spent approximately one manth
developing flying and hunting skills, mostly in the vic-
inity of the hack location. Gradually, their time away
from the hack sile lengthened and as early at July 3,
Maggie, the first chick to fly. was seen for the last
time. July 26 marked the last cay that any of the seven
peregrines were observed at the hack location. After
sighting no birds for three days. Duley and David
North. the other attendant, broke camp for the 1984
season.

Although releasing the peregrine falcons in Acadia
was successful, whether the Park will continue to par-
ficipate in the program depends on a number of fac-
tors. The difficulty in of"aining peregrine chicks is one
obvious abstacle. Should a pair of great horned owls
move into the nesting area, the Park would either
have ‘o find another site or not participate. since the



Peregrine Fund biolcgists consider the owl a major
threat to the success of the reintroduclion program.
Another problem involves the effect the reintroduction
of peregrine falcons will have upon the tern popula-
tion. Approximately 175 pairs of common {erns nest
on Egg Rock, as well as occasional arctic and roseate
terns, and terns are common prey of faicons. A
dramatic decline in Maine's coastal tern population
already has occurred due to the invasion of tern
hahitat by gulls. and a further decline in the tern popu-
iation coutd e triggered by the falcon reintroduction.
in any event, a continuation of the falcon release pro-
gram undoubtedly will require additional menitoring
of the tern population.

The principal factor preventing Acadia’s participa-
tion. however. involves the peregrine falcons them-
selves, According to Barclay, the whole purpose of
the hacking program is 1o imprint the nesting site on
the young hirds. The falcons raised in 1984 on Jordan
Cliffs may have imprinted that site. ang in two years
when they are ready to mate, they could threaten any
young chicks being hacked there, since these young
chicks would be infringing on their territory.
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