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.R. Montgomery, columnist for the Boston Globe, 
 beavers "busy but dumb' in his personally disap­
ting introduction to nature's little engineers. When 
started building their dams in the tony towns that 
etween Rts. 128 and 495 around the Mas­
usetts metropolis, it turned out that "while the 
er may be a superior carpenter and mason, he 
 lousy plumber." The beaver's propensity for 
ening and widening his pond has caused anguish 
ppy land. First the rhododendron bushes drown, 
 the basements flood. 
ildlife agencies . .. can reduce the water level 
he simple expedient of sticking a drainpipe 
gh the beaver dam, with the inlet of the pipe 

e 18 to 20 feet upstream of the dam - out toward 
middle of the pond. This causes the beaver no 
of anxiety, all of which he alleviates by plugging 
inary holes in the dam, the beaver being unable 
agine that the water is running out of a hole that 

ns some six beaver-lengths away from the dam." 


