From Doug Houston at Olympic NP comes word of an
arlicle in the Journal of Apofied Ecology (1987, 24,
381-401). “To Cull or Not to Cull: Lessons from a South-
ern African Drought,” by Walker, Emslie, Owen-Smith
and Scholes.

The article notes that “few issues in conservaticn and
wildlife management generate more heat than the cull-
ing ¢f animals in conservation areas.” The authors exam-
ine the ecological consequences of a severe drought on
four wildtife conservation areas in southern Africa, and
conclude that “culling is ecologically unnecessary
where sufficient spatial heterogeniety exists to provide
reserve forage. Some drought-related mortality is natu-
ral and probably beneficial 1o both animal and plant
populations, Wild ungulate populations should be
allowed to fluctuate within limits set by management
objectives and culling is likely fo be necessary onfy
where the provision of water points has eliminated
reserve forage areas.”



