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derived from manipulated eyries, where banding is rou-
tine. Furthermore. evidence suggests the Zion popula-
tion is avoiding en masse major migration routes where
banding often is intensive. This, coupled with sighting
from March to October, has led to speculation that the
population is non-migratory or disperses locally during
winter months. However. no peregrine sightings have
taken place this winter in or around Zion.

It is impossible to say whether the Zion populaticn is
reproductively stable. Data for the majority of the eyries
exist only for three or four breeding seasons. Initial
results are encouraging: reproduction for the past four
breeding seasons has been 1.5 fledged/eyrie in 1984:
1.83 in 1985, 1.75 in 1986, and 2.77 in 1987. That this
level of reproduction has been maintained in the face of
eggshell thinning in excess of 20 percent may be due to
the configuration of Zion's eyries. These are typically
deep soiution holes in the fine-grained sandstone so
commoninthe park. Such sites offer excellent protection
from intense sunlight and desiccating winds, and eyrie
floors are usually a deep ped of floury sand. A thin-
shelled egg may have increased survival chances under
these conditions.

In sum, this monitoring program has found the per-
egrine popuiation to be significant and unique. It wil
continue to be monitered on a non-interventive basis.
Fortunately, it is isolated from most human disturbance
by its distribution throughout very rugged and remote
terrain. Aiso. it is contained within 2 national park man-
dated to protect natural resources: therefore it enjoys
protection during the breeding season.

Hays is & Resource Management Specialist and Tib-
bitts is a Park Ranger at Zion NP
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