Jerry Franklin, a scientist with the USDA Forest Ser-
vice and also the Prentice and Virginia Bloedel professor
of ecosystern analysis at the University of Washington's
College of Forest Resources. was the first recipient of
the Wilderness Society’s Olaus and Margaret Murie
Award. The honor carries a $1.000 cash prize and is
given each year to a “front-line federal or state land
management employee who has shown exceptional
dedication to the principtes of natural resource conser-
vation and protection of America's natural heritage,

Franklin is known for his field work on olc-growth
forest eco-systems. 1t was his “pulse study” of the Hoh
River drainage in Olympic NP - a precedent setting
approach to interdisciplinary study of an ecosystem —
that was the cover story for the first issue of Park Sci-
ence, in October 1980.



Wilderness Society President George Frampton, Jr,
credited Franklin with advancing the nation's under-
standing of ancient forests. “Thanks to Franklin,”
Frampton said, “we have gone from viewing old-growth
forests as biclogical graveyards to appreciating them as
complex and diverse eco-systems teeming with life.”



