
Ted Fremd, NPS paleontologist with the John Day 
Fossil Beds NM in Oregon, reports attending the 48th 
annual meeting of the Society of Vertebrate Paleontol­
ogy in Alberta, Canada recently. Dinosaur NM and Petri­
fied Forest NP also were represented. Dan Chure and 
Jack Mcintosh of Dinosaur gave a paper, Dinosaur NM: 
Paleontology in the Public Eye, • and Fremd presented 
results of high-resolution mapping of vertebrate fossil 
accumulations and the implications for paleoecological 
models. 

With regard to the Society's overwhelming vote to 
reject the National Academy of Sciences recommenda­
tion that federal land managers should allow the collec­
tion and commercial sale of paleontological specimens, 
Fremd told the conferees: "Commercial collecting 
encourages a 'marketable commodity' perspective, and 
it isn't profitable for fossil traffickers to document the 
data associated with the specimen in the field, even if 
they knew how. As a result, the intrinsic value of the 
objects-recognizable by scholars-is irretrievably lost." 

Fremd points out that the NAS committee which made 
the recommendation included a dealer of fossils. 


