
The Navajo Generating Station at Page, AZ, has 
"contributed significantly" to a haze that periodically 
dims the vivid colors of the Grand Canyon, according to 
a committee of the National Academy of Sciences. The 
findings were reported in October by Cox News Ser· 
vice. 

The committee added that other power plants, ore 
smelters, and the exhaust of distant automobiles also 
contribute to the problem, so that even if the best 
available pollution control devices were installed on the 
Navajo plant, the Grand Canyon's wintertime haze 
"would most likely be reduced, but not eliminated." 

Owners of the power pla'lt hailed the academy 
report as evidence of "flaws" in a 1987 NPS study, 
which indicated that during the winter, climate condi· 
lions favored bringing sulfurous emissions from the 
plant to the rim of the canyon 65 miles away, and that 
haze could be traced at least partly to the plant. 

The NPS experiment triggered an EPA regulatory 
proceeding that could require the Navajo station to 
install up to S1 billion worth of pollution control equip· 
ment. 


