
The New York Times News Service reported in 
early October that "a gaping hole in Earth's protective 
ozone layer has again opened over Antarctica, and 
scientists reported on October 12 that the depletion of 
ozone there seemed to be nearly as severe as it was in 
the worst previous years, 1987 and 1989." NOAA and 
NASA agreed that this is the first time a severe Antarc­
tic ozone hole has developed in two successive years, 
implying increasing health hazards throughout the 
world. 

Dr. Mark Schoeberl of NASA's Goddard Space Flight 
Center said the minimum value of the ozone shield 
over Antarctica this year fell to 124 Dobson units on 
October 4. Dobson units are a measure of the ability of 
the atmosphere to absorb certain wavelengths of light, 
including a dangerous form of ultraviolet radiation. 
When the ozone layer was intact, normal readings 
above Antarctica reached 500 Dobson units. When 
chlorofluorocarbons reach the stratosphere they break 
apart and destroy ozone, prompting fears of an epi­
demic of skin cancer and cataracts for humans and 
damage to crops, notably soybeans . 
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