A syndicated feature by Steve Newman entitled
Earthweek: A Diary of the Planet, which appeared in
mid-October 1990, describes how Italian officials plan
to force members of the Mafia out of their remote
mountainous refuge at the southeastern tip of the
country and turn it into what could be the largest
national park in Europe.

"Aspromonte, where caves are now used to imprison
victims of the Mafia’s ‘protectionist racket,” would
become a peaceful retreal.” according to Newman.
“Vacationers could wander on nature trails or explore
natural science in ngw museums. Theoretically.
27.000 national forest guards patrol the area. but the
‘Ndrangheta.” or Caiabrian branch of the Mafia, is the
force that controls it. and puts out forest fres. Their
expulsion from the wilderness would mean the end of
an era in which the efficiency of organized crime pre-
served nature against man-made destruction.”



