
NAPAP (the National Acid Precipitation Assessmen 
Program) became history on October 1, 1990. The 10-
year, S535 million study of acid rain thudded to a 3-vol­
ume conclusion that acidic pollutants have changed 
the landscape in certain especially vulnerable regions, 
and predicts where and when future benefits might 
accrue from tightened controls on fossil-fuel emis­
sions. 

Science News (September 15, 1990, p. 165) quotes 
a Natural Resources Defense Council spokesperson 
(Deborah A. Sheiman): 

"We knew in 1980 what they're telling us now: What 
causes acid rain, how to control it, what are the eHects." 
By "studying the problem to death" she charged, 
NAPAP "became a convenient excuse for political 
inaction." 

Christopher Bernabo, NAPAP's first director and 
now a Washington DC consultant disagrees. He thinks 
NAPAP's most lasting legacy will prove to be organiza­
tional. The focus required for the program, he says, not 
only taught government agencies how to collaborate 
eHectively but also showed them how "to make the 
transition from curiosity-driven research to policy­
making research." 


