Most oil spill cleanup efforts are doomed to failure,
and even major oil spills produce environmental and
scioecanamic consequences that are “relatively mod-
estand, as far as can be determined, of relatively short
duraticn.”

This is the conclusion of James Mielke, author of Oif
inthe Ocean: The short- and long-term impacis of a
spill, 90-356 SPR, available from CRS, Library of Con-
gress, as reported on page 371 of the October 19, 1990
issue of Science.

Researchers contacted by Science tended to agree
with Mielke's assessment, but added the proviso that
oil stuckin quiet coves and marshes can persist at toxic
levels longer than in areas exposed to wind and wave.
Still. they say, recovery begins in years, not decades.



