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“Bats are integral components of all ecosystems.
Everywhere you find them, they're very important to
the area.” Thus speaks Jacqueline Belwood of Bat
Conservation International. quoted in an October 25,
1990 Oregonian feature section develed to bats. The
only mammal capable of powered flight and with 920
species worldwide, they form the second largest mam-
mal order - exceeded only by rodents. They exist on
aimost every continent, and in nearly every country,
and they eat about haif their weight in insects every
night. The flowers of the agave plant {source of tequila)
become reproductively active only at night. Without
bats. the ptant's seed-set drops to 1:3000th of normal.
In some areas, a decline in vegetation. infestations of
harmiulinsects. and even climate changes are thought
to be the result of diminished bat populations.
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