Excellence in Geographic Information Systems

recognized

The first National Park Service GIS awards for fiscal
year 2001 were pre-
sented at the
National Park
Servicewide GIS
Spatial Odyssey con-
ference in Primm,
Nevada, the week of
December 3, 2001.
Seven categories of
awards were estab-
lished. Of the seven
nominees who won
awards, five were from the Northeast Region. The win-
ners were:

GIS Enabler: Mike Hill, Superintendent, Assateague
Island National Seashore—for his all-around support of
the GIS program at Petersburg National Battlefield
(where he formerly served as superintendent). His
efforts helped establish the program in this “small”
park, resulting in big benefits to it and other national
parks in the region.

Heroism: Richard Easterbrook, GIS Specialist,
Petersburg National Battlefield—for his work in
resource protection at New River Gorge, following two
substantial floods in summer 2001. Richard provided
GIS products such as maps of soils, hydrology, and
archeology to aid an emergency response team in iden-
tifying damaged resources and infrastructure.

Community Service: Mark Adams (pictured above,
left), GIS Specialist, Cape Cod National Seashore—for
his success using GIS to involve disparate parts of the
community in park decisions. Richard Friedman, GIS
specialist with McKinley County, New Mexico—an NPS
partner with Chaco Culture National Historical Park—




also received this award. His outstanding knowledge of
the prehistoric road system in the park, GIS skills, and
cooperative attitude have helped predict the location of
archeological sites so that they can be studied and pro-
tected cooperatively by the park, Navajo, Zuni, and
other community partners.

Partnering: Mark Duffy, GIS Specialist, Assateague
Island National Seashore—for establishing sustained
and productive GIS partnerships with local and county
programs. His efforts have helped focus GIS applica-
tions on coordinated regional planning to preserve
park, county, and watershed resources.

Excellence in Application: Dan Hurlbert, GIS
Specialist, Shenandoah National Park—for his extensive
and high-quality work on GIS at the park, ranging from
applications in fire to interpretation. Additionally, his
technical GIS skills have been key in maintaining the
park’s scenic and rural character by modeling the
potential visual impacts of proposed development.

Nontraditional Users: Dan Spotskey, Grand Canyon
National Park—for supporting a murder trial through
the preparation of maps showing the crime scene in the
park. The GIS products were exhibited in court to help
the judge and jury understand the complex terrain, its
remoteness, and how the suspect—who pleaded guilty
to the crime—pushed his wife over a cliff in 1993.

Team Project: Crater Lake National Park’s mainte-
nance and GIS programs and the University of
Hawaii—for combining GIS and Global Positioning
Systems technologies to effect real-time mapping of
snowplows in relation to park roads and facilities. This
project will have application in all snowy parks by
allowing snowplow operators to maneuver their
machines in whiteout conditions, minimizing damage to
park signs, walls, and other infrastructure in addition to
increasing personal safety.

Park Science congratulates the winners. %





