





ragwort. In this way, we can still have a smati popula-
tion of beetles to track with the tansy population. Total
eradication may not be feasible. but we hope to keep
this plant pest at tolerable levels.

Like chemical and mechanical control, bological
control must be applied with knowiedge and caution.
and manitoring is essential to keep track of the en-
vironmenta pulse. It must alse be remembered that
biclogical control may require years (o stiow visible
results. Because 1t is a deicate fine-tuning of the
ecosystem, It operates within the parameters of the
environment — at nature’s pace. Faith and patience
are prerequisites for a successful management pro-
gram. Biological control can offer a cost effective.
ecologically sound, self-sustaining method for exotic
plant control.

Besides its use against tansy ragwort. biological
control is being investigated for Scotch broom. French
broom, Canada thistie and other exotics. Ii's a
methodoiogy well worth locking into.
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