


to reverse — in many instances to revitaiize — those
natural systems that have been degraded or stressed
by the urban environment. This can often be ac-
complished purely by reguiatory restrictions. How-
ever, the Park Service must do more than merely
bring the park ideals out of the “countryside” and into
the urban milieu; it must actively pursue opportunities
to work cooperatively toward the regeneration of
abused nalural resources and toward building in
people a receptivity for the natural environment. We
must do what Dr. Dubos called “help urban people
move progressively and with increasing understand-
ing from the completely humanized world into the wild-
erness.”

This is a tall order. Legislative requirements, public
expectations, and managerial concepts of recrea-
tional uses cover a wide range of perceptions. Recre-
ation (both “passive” and “active”) is one of the largest
and fastest growing economic forces in the United
States. Such activities as fishing and wildlife observa-
tion are, of course, totally dependent on their being
a resource - the flora and fauna of the park’s ecosys-
tem. Other recreational activities will then compete
for such uses in areas like Jamaica Bay.

Because of the impacts associated with its proxim-
ity to the New York metropolitan area. Jamaica Bay
may require some manipulation of the altered natural
systems before aliowing nature to take its course. The
basic premise to such activities is to mimic natural
conditions by providing an atmosphere conducive to
increasing habitat diversity. The goal is to increase
the level of species diversity until it approaches, and
in some respects surpasses, historical ievels.

The kindling necessary for the successful igniting
of dialogue is information. Trial and error does not
work when it comes to the Park Service's primary
responsibility — protection of the resource for future
generations. The “reascnable freedom” of which the
1963 Leopold Report spoke with relation to allowing
natural processes such as fire, insect outbreaks and
so0 forth to operate within national parks, generally
means so long as ne species or bictic community is
exposed to the possibility of extinction; no unaccept-
able losses to other rescurces are anticipated, and
there is no threat to human safety.

The Interior Depariment's Management Policies
have recognized the need to determine the afiributes
and constraints of all land within the park system and
to classity the resources accordingly. Management
objectives for natural resource management are
applied to ail units of the National Park System regard-
less of their administrative designation (i.e., National
Parks, Nationai Seashores, National Recreation
Areas, etc.). Due to urgently needed open spaces in
the United States, particularly near metropolitan
areas, recreation areas such as Gateway NRA, while
created for use by the general public, also were en-
visioned fo be “free from exploitative practices for the
protection of wildlite and their habitat.” The continued
attention 1o reduction of pollution loads to Jamaica
Bay, will allow natura! processes to return the natural
system to historically higher levels of “quality” Dr.
Dubos in an interview by the USEPA in 1978 noted
that "an ecosystem that has been changed can be
brought back 1o a good condition if you help nature
1o function with the natural repair systems that exist.”

It has been NPS policy to restore to its natural con-
dition ecosystems that have undergone major Euro-
pean settier induced changes. How closely the natural
condition is approximated depends upon existing
knowledge or information of that condition and to what
degree the biological and physical processes molding
that system presently can simulate or regenerate pre-



settlerment conditions. For exampie, an approximately
acre sized site at the Jamaica Bay Wildlife Refuge,
threatened by erosion, was replanted and stabilized
by placing marsh grass along the intertidal zone. The
bottom line however, shouid be the maintenance of
naiurally functioning ecosystems with commensurate
reductions in pollution loads so as to allow the recruit-
ment and increase of natural biological productivity
and diversity levels.

Jamaica Bay provides the largest and in some
cases the last open space for many species of wild
plant and animal life remaining in metropolitan New
York. We shouid be striving to reverse the trends of
hundreds of “litde decisions” that have added up over
the years 10 a loss of habitat in and around the Bay.
Practically one-third of the area associated with the
coastal outwash plain of Queens and Brooklyn has
been filled since the mid 1700s. The tyranny of smalll
decisions, or *nickel-dime ecology™ as | call it, pro-
vides for expedient decision-making based on paltry
ecological information, but does not allow for long-
range planning and conscigus conservation.

The pressures on the Bay are many — housing de-
velopment, dredging, wetlands filling, sewage efflu-
ents, il pollution, noise pollution, and recreation, to
name only a few. Because the bulk of the Bay now
is included within the boundaries of the NPS Refuge,
future impacts may be controlfled. However, consider-
able areas around the Bay are not within the manage-
rial boundaries, and their preservation as natural
buffers against continuous urban pressures is essen-
tial.

Proceedings of the Jamaica Bay Conference are
slated for August 1985 publication. They can be had
by writing to Natural Resource Management Special-
1st, Gateway Nalional Recreation Area, Brooklyn NY
11234. For more information on the Task Force and
its activities, contact Tanacredi at FTS 665-3796.

Tanacredi is NMational Resource Management
Specialist at Gateway National Recreation Area.



