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Gypsy moths may harbor the seeds of their own
destruction, according to a BioBriet in BioScience
{Vol. 35, No. 4, p. 260). The destroyers take the form
of latent viruses — discovered by researchers at the
Boyce Thompson Institute for Plant Research (BT}
and Cornell University. The scientists were working
with the Northeast gypsy moths — once flourishing as
a population, but decimated after a shortage of red
oak forced them to feed off pine and poplar. The dead
larvae were found to be loaded with viruses — “more
than 1 trillion virus particles per insect.” The working
hypothesis is that the insects were stressed by the
forced change in diet, which roused the latent viruses
from dormancy. If so, the projected strategy would
involve purpesely stressing the pests to activate a
virus that destroys them. Insect Virologist H. Alan
Woed of BTl notes that latent viruses may be more
easily manipulated and thus more effective than vir-
uses previously tested as insect population controls.



