
** From Science (Vol. 229 p. 450) comes an item 
describing the lawsuit filed July 15, 1985 in U.S. Dis­
trict Court for the District of Columbia by the National 
Wildlife Federation, challenging the Interior Depart­
ment's system for lifting restrictions on access to wil­
derness areas and other protected public lands. NWF 
charges that wildlife habitats, biological systems, and 
the natural beauty of lands in 17 states could be ir­
reparably damaged by mining and other forms of de­
velopment. Affected are 173 million acres. 

"The NWF challenge, which has been under prep­
aration for a year, could have far-reaching effects on 
metals and coal-mining companies as well as mineral 
exploration act1vit1es." the article states. NWF has 
asked the court to reinstate all protective designations 

until environmental statements and landuse plans are 
prepared. NWF also seeks a preliminary injunction to 
freeze all actions related to these properties. including 
leas1ng, m1mng, land exchanges. and exploration. 


