A good deal of space in the national press has
been given over recently to the discovery of eastern
brook trout - Saivelinus fontinalis — in Arnica Creek
near West Thumb Bay of Yeflowstone Lake. (Supt.
Bob Barbee offered a $1.000 reward for information
on the person responsible for putting the brook trout
in the creek, and warned that a $5,000 fine and five
years in prison is the maximum punishment faced by
the guilty party). The eastern trout intrusion could
mean extinction for Yellowstone’s native trout
species, the cutthroat — a valued sport fish — and
could throw a monkey wrench into nature's food
chain, with dangerous consequences for nonaquatic
Yellowstone fauna.

A report on countermeasures by NPS and Fish
and Wildiife Service personnel is being readied for
Park Science.



