
Nearly 1,000 miles of Oregon coastal streams 
are the subject of a five-year stream improvement 
program by the Bureau of Land Management, with 
the major effort being to substitute for the key missing 
element - the large old-growth tree trunks or woody 
debris so important to production of salmon and 
steelhead. In the past, so-called "corrective actions" 
have meant clearing debris and barriers from streams 
where logging and roadbuilding had taken place. The 
BLM's recently released "Five- Year Comprehensive 
Anadromous Fish Habitat Plan for Oregon Coastal 
Rivers" notes: 

"Historically, there were many fallen, large, old­
growth trees (trunks or parts) in Oregon's coastal 
streams that created some of the best spawning and 
rearing areas for young salmon and steelhead. The 
significance of this natural occurring large woody 
material to anadromous fish productivity was not fully 
recognized until recent years." BLM will spend more 
than two million dollars over the next five years to 
recreate the conditions eliminated by past "corrective 
actions." 


