
"Ranking Wilderness Areas for Sensitivities 
and Risks to Air Pollution" is the title of a paper by 
J.P. Bennett, M.K. Esserlieu, and R.J. Olson, to be 
published by the USDA Forest Service. Using a 
sensitivity index that ranks the sum of the numbers 
of plant species in a wilderness area that are sensi­
tive to S02 and 03 and weighting these numbers by 
the relative abundance of each species, then oou­
pling this ranking with actual ambient air quality data, 
the National Park Service has found that Saguaro 
National Monument, Great Smoky Mountains, 
Shenandoah, and Rocky Mountain NPs are ex­
periencing the greatest risk of air pollution from so2 
and 03 together to vegetation of the 11 parks for 
which there are adequate data . 
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