Volunteer Botanists
Create Herbarium
For Whiskeytown

By Ray C. Foust

Editor's Note: Ray C. Foust, Supenntendent of the
Whiskeytown Unit, Whiskeytown-Shasta-Trinity NRA
in California, sen! Park Science he following article,
expressing his ‘extreme pleasure” with the results of
the project and suggesting that this kind of coopera-
tion would be of interest to resource managers all
over the System. We think it deserves notice on the
Regional Highlights page.

The Shasta Chapter of the California Native Plant
Society, through a volunieer project for the National
Park Service, has provided the Whiskeytown Unit
with its first baseline data on the area's plants. A total
of 91.5 volunteer hours were spent collecting, press-
ing, identifying, labeling, mounting, and cataloging
approximately 400 species to create an herbarium.

The project was spearheaded by David Biek, head
of Technical Services at the Shasta County Library
and author of Mushrooms of Northem California. An
amateur bontanist, Biek has put in more than 60
hours of volunteer time. He was attracted because of
his strong desire to find new plants. *Most of these
are plants Fve never seen before. In fact, some of
these families 've never seen beforel” said Biek.

The project's most significant resuit, aside from
creation of the herbarium, is the discovery that Whis-
keytown has an unusually rich flora for an area of
only 42,500 acres, probably due to the variety of






