





new fank to be installed this year. New tanks will be
double walled, made according to Steel Tank Institute
specifications. In addition fo testing the tanks, EPA
required drilling to determine if oil remained pooled
beneath the leaking tank. Smali amount of oil were
found, though not in quantities substantial enough 1o
fequire excavation.

Prior to winter's claim of the meadow in 1985, the
spill site was made ready for a similar event this
spring. It is quite possible that mell waters may purge
oil remaining in the meadow's soil causing watershed
contamination once more. Clean containment booms
were placed across the stream and sandbag dams
fitted with additional underflow pipesto accommodate
spring’s meltwater torrent. The snowpack is now being
monitored along transects in suspected areas of leak-
age or potential oil pooling. Also, a daily monitoring
program to establish accurate records of contents in
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the other tanks is underway.

Rainier's natural resoutce planning team has pre-
pared an emergency response plan with guidelines
for actions to follow a spill. Legislation pertinent to
spill emergencies are RCRA — Resource Conserva-
tion and Recovery Act of 1976 — and CERCLA - Com-
prehensive Environmental Response Compensation
and Liability Act of 1980. RCRA amends the Solid
Waste Disposal Act and regulates, among other
things, management of hazardous wastes. Depend-
ing upon quantities involved, disposat of cleanup ma-
terials from a spill may be governed by this act as
well. RCRA and CERCLA both provide for strict liabil-
ity of ALL involved persons, including the federal gov-
emment; RCRA specifically waives “sovereign im-
munity.”

Applicable Interior documents are the Departmen-
tal Manual, Park 110, DM 22.1 Cffice of the Secretary,
Chapter 22.1, OHice of the Environmental Project
Review; Par 296, DM 2.1, Chapter 2, Oil Spil and
Hazardous Wasle Releases; Part 910, DM 4.0, In-
terior Emergency Operations, National Cil and
Hazardous Substance Contingency Plan. Specifi-
cally, “the bureau™ (NPS in this case} is responsible
for immediate notification of the National Response
Center and may be criminally liable for failure to
report ofl spills or hazardous waste problems.

Following notification of the National Response
Center (800-424-8802), containment of a spill, then
emergency cleanup, are priority procedures. Con-
tractors available for cleanup and cleanup materials
are listed in Rainier's plan, as are instructions to train
park staff in advance on how to deal with hazardous
waste spills. Following recommendation from In-
terior's Environmental Officer Polityka, the plan calls
for communication with the Regional Director during
spill cieanup almost hourly, not merely once or twice
a day. Polityka suggested that the Regional Office
have primary and alternate representatives to aid
on-site coordination and decision making. A daity
status reporl should be prepared fo include 1} action
of the day, 2) action for tomorrow, 3) names of
cleanup workers, hours they worked, personal pro-
tective equipment used, any contacts with the chem-
ical, any medical emergencies, etc., 4) equipment
used and money spent.

If relevant, water sampling shouid be done follow-
ing approved methods for sample collection and
analysis. During transport of samples 1o a lab for
analysis, a “custody procedure” and signature log
should be maintained. Photopoints should be estab-
lished and monitoring begun to assess damage and
recovery to flora and fauna associated with the spill.
Available lterature should be consulted for studies
following spills in similar areas. Finally, the subject
should be used as interpretive material fo educate
visitors, even before a spill occurs to prompt their
attention.

That an oil spill occurred in an alpine meadow at
Mount Rainier shows that it can happen anywhere.
Park staff were forced to handie the event without
benefit of having played the “what if” game. Hindsight
is 20-20; other parks can learn from the expenence
of Mount Rainier to 1) develop inventories and
monitoring procedures for fuel storage tanks, and, 2)
develop emergency response plans for il spills in
their area. Fuel storage tanks do not fast indefinitely;
spills can happen and will happen.

Hawkins is an NPS Natural Resource Specialist
trainee, currently assigned fo Mount Rainier NP,



