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hing the resource while they explore ways of coordinating science, resource management, and 
terpretation, M
romoted Throug
re than 75 research scientists, resource mana­
 and interpreters, mostly from the National Park 
ce but also representing the Forest Service and 
alifornia Department of Fish and Game, gath­
in mid-September at a lodge just outside 

oia and Kings Canyon National Parks for the 
in a series of interregional workshops designed 
idge the gaps between scientific research, re­
e management, and interpretation in National 
. NPS Director Molt has strongly endorsed the 
hops. 

cific Mountain Parks was the title of this latest 
egional gathering; it followed a May 1986 work­
on Southwest desert parks and a February 

 workshop on coastal parks. Dick Cunningham, 
 of Interpretation in the NPS Western Region, 
1ved and has led all three workshops, and a 
session on island parks is tentatively slated for 
ii. 
ee superintendents - John Davis of Sequoia 
ings Canyon, Gil Blinn of Lassen Volcanic, and 
Reynolds of North Cascades - opened the 
 sessions with descriptions of their parks' prob­
and opportunities and the interpretive steps 

 taken to bring the public into an understanding 
d support for, park management. 
n, for instance, spoke of a "walk on water" 
retive program, dramatizing the role of water in 
osystem. He described field seminars held in 
nction w1th the Loomis Museum Association, 
ng in outstanding speakers to help the park 
and seasonals better understand their own 
 and spoke of computer tie-ins with other Na­
 Parks for comparison of wildlife, eruption area 
ery rates, and other matters of an interpark 
e. Overn1ght facilities for visiting researchers, 
ed by the park, have made possible exchanges 
scientists from Mount St. Helens and have 
ed the Lassen Park staH's store of knowledge 
 their own park, Blinn said. 

Science and Politics 
ynolds stressed the relationship between sci­
and politics in National Parks and dwelt at 

 length on the need to conduct and interpret 
rch within the context of an overall ' sense of 
s and pride in the resource we manage." He 
 the workshop participants to "think this week 
ms of the future and holism. What is in one's 
can become a reality. We don't have the luxury," 
id, "of simply taking hold of the past and 

ng it into the future." 
ourth superintendent, not actually present, also 
eard from when Reynolds quoted Bob Barbee 
lowstone NP: "Harnessing an elk, a moose, and 
n and trying to get them all to pull one cart is 

 much like trying to get science, resource man­
ent. and Interpretation to work together to run a 
 
is spoke of the enormous responsibility on 

personnel to ·preserve, protect, and perpetuate 
trusts." He suggested that those present make 
l eHort to ·'mix up and listen to one another, and 
 your thoughts for better understanding. We 
communicate," he told the gathering, "not just 
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ne another but in the political and public sense." 
oughout the week, the problems peculiar to 

inter
of M
anagement, S
h Interregiona

By Jean Matthews 
tain parks were explored. Theme management, 
n ecology of parks, fire management, air quality 

acid rain, biological diversity, wildlife/human in­
tions, endangered, relict, and alien species, and 
cts on mountain ecosystems - these were the 
 topics, each introduced from the scientific view­
, then studied from the management standpoint, 
inally explored for its interpretive possibilities. 
erpreters were credited generally by both sci­
 and management, for instance, with having 
rated "great understanding and almost 100 per­
acceptance" on the part of the public for the 
ing fire management policies within the National 
System. This was a deliberate educational 

 on the part of park science, park management, 
ark interpreters. Superintendent Davis empha­

 the need to extend these interpretive eHorts 
nd the park boundaries - especially into the 
diate park environs. "The people who live 
d the parks have tremendous proprietary in­
ts and they must be included and dealt with," he 

The Public Press 
th regard to the public press, Davis pointed out 

hen newspeople were invited into the park to 
 a prescribed burn their attitude was that it was 
That was good," he said. "It defused what might 
been a touchy issue." 
at emerged at the workshop was a sense of the 
 for a team approach. Ranger and maintenance 
involvement in communication were stressed by 
, and Reynolds added that "personalities are so 
rtant - more so than job descriptions. Symbiosis 
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ks), outside organizations and agencies, univer­
s, and the press. Reynolds added his belief that 

ter interpretive uses could be made of the Ranger 
re in parks. 
ary Machlis of the University of Idaho's NPS 
perative Park Studies Unit, who led a session on 
human ecology of parks, maintained that better 
erstanding of visitors and their roles in the park 
tem will make for better and more eHective in­
retation. 
I Denniston of Lassen Volcanic NP, moderator of 

Among the immediate results of the 
September 1986 workshop, Cunningham 
reports that several parks have indicated 
closer coordination of the three areas (sci­
ence, management, and interpretation). At 
Hawaii Volcanoes NP, for instance, bi­
weekly meetings now are held by the 
Superintendent and his three chiefs - of 
science, resource management, and in· 
terpretation. In the Western Region, 
miniworkshops modeled on the larger 
workshops are planned for next year to 
explore specific problem areas. 

Fire Management session, told the workshop that 
 van Wagtendonk (Yosemite NP research scien­
 would tell them why we should burn, Tom Nichols 
quoia/Kings Canyon NP air quality resource man­
r) would tell them why you shouldn't burn, and 
 Bill Tweed and Cindy Nielsen (interpreters from 
nds on people chemistry." If interpretation is to 
ue to function with less staH and fewer dollars, 

 suggested the use of VIPs (Volunteers in 

Sequoia/Kings Canyon and Channel Islands, respec­
tively) "will tell you what they said." 

This was the format for all subject areas: an 
Continued on page 7 
e and balmy September temperature on the deck 
yon National Parks. Photo by Larry L. Norris. 



objective scientific look at all sides of a subject, 
followed by the practical applications and interpreta­
tion that flow out of research findings. 

Knowledge vs. Certainty 
The final day's session, on natural resource com­

munication, was titled "Knowledge versus Certainty.' 
This intriguing idea was explored by a panel that 
represented research, management, and interpreta­
tion at several levels, including Park Science, fol­
lowed by lively group discussion. The consensus 
was that science should provide valid, reproducible 
research results that would undergird the formulation 
of agency policy and management action. All of the 
above, should be fodder for creative, tuned-in inter­
preters. 

Cunningham, 1n a wrap-up to the workshop, re­
stated the overall objective of all the workshops: "To 
minim1ze the bureaucratic and geographical barriers 

that separate us as Regions. and to concentrate on 
the mutual concerns and opportunities that can bring 
us together as National Park System stewards.' 


