Monarchs’ Migration Is Concern

Public awareness of the monarch butterfly's
“unique and spectacular” migrations is the keystone
for hope of saving this beautiful species according to
The Monarch Project. a Mexican conservation group.
and the Worla Wildlife Fund. As crucial roosting sites
disappear under continuing development and con-
struction. the Mexican govemment has issued a
prociamation declaring the monarch’s overwintering
sites as "ecological preserves.”

Colin Norman, in an aricie in the Sept 19, 1986
issue of Science, describes the monarch's astonish-
ing life cycle, the key to its existence (the milkweed
plant that grows prolifically in Norih America), and its
need to reach Mexico each winter 1o escape North
America’s killing cold.

Heavy tounist visitation 1o the Mexcan wintering
sites Is helping tip the scale towaird conservation
there, Norman reports. But "the situation in Cacfornia
1s more complex.” The insect's western winter roost-
ing areas {en route to and from Mexice) have been
disappearing at an alarming rate as developers turn
prime ocean real estate into houses and congo-
miniums.



