Chernobyl Effect on Birds

The Chernoby! fire plume. which blew over the
Ukraine wetlands following the nuclear accident in
the US.S.R. has US. agencies worried about the
effects on migratory birds, some of whom are used
for human food. According to the Up Front section of
November's Discover magazine, ihe EPA, State De-
pariment, U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service. and the
National Wildlife Federation are urging the formation
of a research program on radioactivity in migratory
hirds. which are covered by a 1976 US.S.R.-U.S.
convention.

First inquiries, it was agreed, should be made by
those couniries whose bird populations use the
Ukraine flyway. and the NWF decided to ask the
European Economic Community lo consider provid-
ing extra funds fo scientists studying wildlie so they
could extend their wark 1o the taking of radioactivity
readings.

At Discovers press time (late October), the EEC
had not responded.



