Highland Archeology Focus

Jim Thomson and Bob Mierendort of the NPS
Pacific Northwest Regicnal office, are coorganizers
of a symposium on Highland Archeology/Ethnog-
raphy in the Pacific West, to be part of the 40th Annual
Northwest Antnropology Conference March 22-24,
1987, at Salishan Lodge, Gleneden Beach, Oregon.

The study of archaeology has traditionally been
confined to the lowlands, restricted to river valleys,
“upland” divides between major rivers, and mountain
foothitts, Thomson said. As a result, little 15 known
about the prehistory of highland landscapes, the
areas more specifically described as upper-montaine,
subalpine, and alpine. Yet throughout widespread
areas of the mouniains west, highland fandscapes
comprise a large portion of the home ranges of
ethnohistorically described Indian peoples and pre-
historic populations as inferred from archeological re-
mains. This symposium wiil explore all aspects of
highiands adaplations for both ethnohisteric and pre-
historic time periods. it is concerned equally with de-
scription of primary research results and with the
methodology and theory of highlands research.



