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A two-page summary of the September national 
forum on the "imminent collapse" of biological diver­
sity, sponsored by the National Academy of Sciences 
and the Smithsonian Institution in Washington, D.C., 
appears in the Oct. 10, 1986 issue of Science. Roger 
Lewin, in his Research Notes section, quotes Har­
vard's Edward 0. Wilson: "The tropical world is clearly 
headed towards an extreme reduction and fragmenta­
tion of tropical forest, which will be accompanied by 
a massive extinction of species." 

Appalled at the prospect of this collapse in biodiver­
sity, Michael Robinson of the National Zoological Park 
in D.C., told the assembled biologists: "We are facing 
the 'enlightenment fallacy.' The fallacy is that if you 
educate the people in the Third World, the problem 
will disappear. It won't. The problems are not due to 
ignorance and stupidity. The problems ... derive from 
the poverty of the poor and the greed of the rich ." 

Lewin concludes that "the problems are those of 
economics and politics. Inescapably, therefore, the 
solutions are to be found in those same arenas." 


