
The President's Commission on American Out­
doors, at a September meeting in Washington, DC, 
seems to have agreed on the need for an endowed 
Trust Fund to provide $1 billion a year for outdoor rec 
programs. Various options for funding considered in­
clude a "marketbasket" approach that might include 
offshore oil revenues, user fees, an excise tax on 
recreation equipment, a summer gas tax, and a land 
transfer tax. 

Commission Chairman Lamar Alexander, in a draft 
outline for the final report, focused on the need for 
local initiatives and community action, but added the 
need for the President to "personally lead- as Teddy 
Roosevelt did in his time - the crusade to encourage 
community investment in America's Outdoors so they 
will still be great for the next generation of Americans." 

The Commission reached consensus on the need 
to complete acquisition of the "federal estate," includ­
ing the backlog of unacquired national park lands. 


