
Tests to measure the impact of sulfur dioxide from 
such sources as coal-fired plants are being conducted 
by the Health, Safety, and Environment Division of 
Los Alamos National Laboratory, using one of the 
commonest trees in national parks - the pinon - as 
the research focus. 

Under an interagency agreement between the Lab 
and the National Park Service, the study is being con­
ducted in two parts. Phase one, now completed, in­
volved collecting and analyzing foliage and soil from 
parks near the Four Comers area, where several 
power plants are located. The second phase consists 
of fumigating pinon seedlings with sulfur dioxide in 
the laboratory. Parks from which pinon needles and 
soil samples were collected are Mesa Verde NP in 
Colorado, Petrified Forest NP in Arizona, Canyon­
lands NP in Utah, Bandelier National Monument and 
Chaco Culture NHP, both in New Mexico. 


