News of an experiment in Soberania National Park
aimed at making iguana raising a financialiy aftractive
occupation for Central and South American cam-
pesinos, is carried on page 7 of the November 1986
issue of Discover. Dagmar Werner, an East German
scientist working out of the Smithsonian Tropical Re-
search Institute in Balboa, Panama, has devised a
method for improving egg-hatching percentages from
less than 3 {in the wild) to around 95 percent. On a
2"/ acre plot in the National Park, Werner built con-
crete block nesting chambers. filled them with damp
sand, and then transferred the iquana eggs to Styro-
foam hatching boxes. letting the sun serve as a nat-
ural incubator. Wemer is doing foliow-up studies on
the 1200 custom-hatched lizards to see how well they
do when released into the countryside.

Her hope is to make iguana raising so attractive to
the native population as to relieve the stressed iguana
populations now being over-hunted, and to provide
incentive for preserving the rainforest habitat the
iguanas need — a habilal that has been rapidly disap-
pearing in the past 15 years.



