
A "double bottleneck effect" (population contrac­
tion) followed by excessive inbreeding has been 
suggested for two populations of African cheetahs by 
the authors of a study reported in the January Pro­
ceedings of the National Academy of Sciences (Vol. 
84, No. 2). Researchers in Kenya, the United States 
and Great Britain postulate two major cheetah popu­
lation bottlenecks - the primary event happening 
10,000 to 12,000 years ago during the late Pleistocene 
period, the second, during the last century. Current 
studies found sperm abnormalities in the east African 
cheetah as severe as those found earlier in its south­
ern relative. If the double bottleneck hypothesis is 
correct, the authors propose that captive crossbreed­
ing programs using east and south African animals 
together might improve the cheetah's genetic profile 
and chance for survival. 


