
San Miguel Island Yields Pygmy Mammoth Skull 

The intact skull of a pygmy mammoth is shown here being excavated from San Miguel Island in early November. 
The expedition was overseen by Channel Islands NP archaeologist Don Morris, with excavation under the 
direction of paleontologist Dr. Robert Gray, Santa Barbara City College. The skull is one of fewer than 10 that 
have been recovered from this small Pleistocene elephant, remains of which have been found on most of the 
Channel/stands. Dr. Gray observed that this specimen, while that of a mature adult, appeared to be exceptionally 
small. Because the specimen was exposed to damage from continuing erosion, and also because of its rarity, 
a decision was reached to collect the skull this year, according to Channel/stands NP Supt. William H. Ehorn. 
Dr. Gray is completing preparation of the material at Santa Barbara City College, after which a decision will be 
made about possible display of the remains. 


