


pose. If the boardwalk were extended to the parking
lot, f would provide a hard-surfaced trail loap.
Signing

Reword the boardwalk signing to provide a more
personaiized message, such as ‘Dunes are fragile
areas; protect your dunes; please stay on the
boardwalk” or “Dunes are fragile areas; protect your
dunes; use the dune climb area in front of the bath-
house.”

These messages would stress the visitor's connec-
tion with the natural resource area, Similar signing
should be located along the entrance route to the park
and in the parking lots, informing about the fragile
environment before they enter it,

Alternate Activity Options

Some negative dune use may occur out of bore-
dom. Recreation for group use should be provided on
the beach; e.qg. portable volleyball standards with nets
at the far ends of the beach zone providing activity
alternatives and helping reduce congestion in the cen-
tral beach areas.

Controlling Dune Use

Media coverage and on-site information about re-
sponsible use of the resources would help. Since a
majority of the visitors live within a one hour drive of
the park, the need for environmental protection can
be carried in articles and public service announce-
ments in tocal and regional news media,

From the viewpaint of matching management and
visitor perspectives, the most favorable approach ap-
pears fo be continue maintaining and extend the
boardwalk; maintain mesh fencing used to channel
visitors through those areas where there is no
boardwalk; madify the signing along the boardwalk to
include a more personalized approach to keeping vis-
itors off the dunes, and retain the existing level of
interpretive educational signing. In an environment
primarily recreation activity-oriented, the most effec-
live measures probably will be those that modity visitor
behavior through physical changes in the environment
rather than through educational messages. However,
efforts to educate visitors before they reach the park
also may prove effective.
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