
William R. Jordan, Ill, editor of Restoration and 
Management Notes, editorializes in the Winter 1986 
issue (Vol. 4, No. 2) on two approaches to the human/ 
nature situation. One approach is the Newsweek 
cover of July 28, 1986, with the words "Can we save 
our parks" emblazoned across a grizzly bear photo 
and subtitled "The struggle between man and beast." 
The other is the image of volunteers working around 
a recently constructed desilting pond at the edge of 
the Wisconsin University Arboretum, pulling weeds in 
a three-year-old restored prairie - a mass of yellow 
cornflowers intermixed with spikes of young blazing 
stars. 

Instead of the image of "a horde of people using 
nature up, wearing it out, 'loving it to death,'" Jordan 
asks, couldn't we think of people engaged in a re· 
lationship with nature that is active, participatory -
and beneficial? "This, is seems to me," writes Jordan, 
"is more than just scientific or ecologically sophisti· 
cated gardening ... it is nothing less than a ritual . .. 
of reentry and reconciliation with nature. And that 
might have important implications for the dilemma 
about the human use of nature in our parks and pre· 
serves." 
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