





cations were heard close enough tothe park boundary
to establish that habitat protection across agency lines
is cnitical.

At the conclusion of the study, we developed and
presented two campfire programs for park visitors and
two slide presentations for park staff. The public re-
sponded with genuine interest, especially in the close-
up wildlife slices. imitations of various ow! calls, and
informafion on how to observe this rare bird.

Within the Pacific Northwest, managers have dem-
onstratec a similar interest in increasing knowledge
of the spotted owl within the national parks. They rec-
ognized the importance of strengthening interagency
cooperation when, in 1985. Acting Regional Director
Bill Briggle issued a policy directive. 1t stated that the
NPS would cooperate with other government agen-
cies to help ensure the leng term presevation of owls
in the Pacific Northwest. This team effort involves
sharing information. collaborating on surveys and re-
search. reviewing management plans, and participat-
ing in local or regional interagency committees.

More attention to spotied owl management con-
cerns will be incorporateg into interpretive programs.
As funds permit, the four major parks with spotted ow!
populations (Crater Lake, Mount Rainier, North Cas-
caces, and Olympic) wilt continue to gather baseline
data on spotted owl numbers, disribution. and repro-
ductive success. In response to this initiative. Rainier
NP Supt. Neal Guse has earmarked menies from the
new fee collection fund, for the continuation of field
research within the park. Anc a regional research pro-
gram on spetied owls, is among the top ten pricrities
in the 1987 Natural Resource Assessment and Action
Program.

No one knows the future of the northern spotted
owl. Is it destined to become extinct through conflicts
with human land use practices? Can it adapt to the
changing environment in time to retain a viable popu-
lation? Wili the more adaptable barred owl replace the
spotted ow! in the Pacific Northwest? As resource
managers. our task is 1o work with other agencies to
preserve a viable population of spotted owls and to
prevent the loss of this unique and spectacular bird
of prey.

Edwards is a Resource Management Specialist cur-
rently working out of the PN Regional Office in Seatile,
WA Paz is a forester and biologist employed at
Hainier NP through the Environmental Intern Pro-
gram.)



