Alaska Region

Radio collars have been installed on 50 reindeer in
four separate. Native-owned herds at the Bering Land
Bridge National Preserve as part of a long-term radio
tracking project. designed t¢ provide needed informa-
tion with regard 1o herd movements, reindeer interac-
tions with indigenous wildlife, and the herds' use of park
grazing lands.



Seven major lakes in Gates of the Arctic National Park
and Preserve are being studied by the U.S. Fish and
Wildiife Service for baseline fishenes information.

Resource managers at Noatak National Preserve are
collecting information on wolves and bears. using radio
collars on many of the animals. One of the wolves is
equipped with a coflar that allows tracking via satellite
and compuiter.

Two teams of archeologists are at work —one at Cape
Krusenstern National Monument. the other at Bering
| and Bridge National Preserve. The Krusenstern stugy,
led by NPS Regional Archeologist Doug Gibscon. began
n summer 1987 and will cansist cf one more year of field
work plus a year of analysis. The Bering Land Bridge
study. headed by Regional Archeologist Jeanne Schaal,
began in 1885 and 1s winding up ils year of analysis.

In late May and June, approximately 42 humpback
whales were individually identified in the Glacier Bay-lcy
Strait area ty Or. C. Scoft Baker, manne biologist for
Glacier Bay NP. Cf this total. 16 individuals {including
one calf) have entered the boundaries of the park. By
comparison 1o most previous years. this is a large num-
ber ol whales in the area.

Ken Krieger of the Auke Bay Laboratory, National
Marine Fisheries Service. reports that the whales are
feeding primarily on small schosiing fish. Although fish
nave been the predominant prey of humpback whales in
Glacier Bay during the 1980s. feeding on euphaussiids
or krill was reported to be more common in the 1970s.
Many of the whales currently in the bay have summered
1ere dunng past years and a few individuals have sight-
ng records extending back at least 15 years. According
¢ Resource Management Specialist Gary Vequist, this
sone of the longest ime-series of data in existence ona
vopulation of naturally marked baleen whales.



