
Pacific Northwest 
A succinct and well documented perspective on 

"Research in Parks: An American Perspective" by 
NPS Research Scientist Doug Houston appears in 
the Summer 1987 issue of Park News (pp. 27-29), the 
journal of the Canadian Parks and Wilderness Soci­
ety. Houston traces the formal NPS science program 
from its beginning in 1930 (58 years after establish­
ment of Yellowstone NP), through its "cyclical patterns 
of growth, neglect, and recovery," (citing Cliff Mar­
tinka's 1985 paper at the North American Wildlife Con­
ference). 

The article continues with a typical Houstonian ob­
servation: "(In fact, bar room theorists have reported 
a remarkable similarity between the cyclic fluctuations 
in numbers of NPS scientists and the 'unstable equi­
librium' model of herbivore dynamics, Caughley, G., 
1976, in Coaker, T.J. ed. Applied Biology, Vol. 1 
Academic Press, pp. 183-246. In this model, popula­
tions oscillate with increasing amplitude over time; the 
end result, invariably, is extinction!)" 


