
Approval has just been received from the Hawaii 
State Department of Agriculture and the U.S. Depart­
ment of Animal, Plant and Health Inspection Service 
to release the first biological control agent in Hawaii. 
The agent is a moth whose larvae feeds on the leaves 
of banana poka, the highest priority weed pest in the 
Islands. The evaluation and screening research lead­
ing up to the approval was conducted at the Hawaii 
Volcanoes NP quarantine facility under an NPS/ 
USFS/State of Hawaii interagency agreement. Ba­
nana poka is a passion fruit vine that smothers most 
other vegetation, even the largest trees, forming 
monotypic stands over hundreds of acres. 


