





ecosystem is in a deteriorated condition it may no
longer have the potential to support the historic native
vegetation. For example, an historic site that con-
tained a wel meadow may not currently be able to
support that type of vegetation due ‘o changes in the
water table. loss of the upper soil horizons, or the
introduction of a highly competitive weed species.
Under these conditicns the reconstruction of the orig-
inal ecosystem potential must occur before the historic
vegetation can sustain itself over time.

Unfortunately the high cost of ecosystem recon-
struction will put ideal solutions beyond the economic
reach of many historic sites. In those situations we
should strive to achieve a stable ecosystem that has
an appearance similar to the histaric vegetation. This
may mean that the most viable option is to establish
introduced species that are ecclogically similar to na-
tive species. Then, given time, the established vege-
tation can be modified to include native species and
mifigate the aesthetic cost of using revegetation
techniques. Revegetation should be viewed as an
iterative process whose first objective is to stabilize
the ecosystem, subsequent steps are then taken to
establish the desired aesthetic qualities of the overall
revegetation objective.
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