book review

Staking out the terrain: Power differentials ameng
natural resource management agencies by J.N.
Clarke and D. McCool. 1985, State University of
N.Y. Press. Albany. 189 p.

I ran across this book recently and thought it might
be of interest to some of you, particularly those who
teach courses that cover agency philosophies.

In it, the authors examine the philosophy, mission,
budgets, size, governmental and constituent support,
and other intangibles for seven naiural resource man-
agement agencies. In terms of the above factors, the
authors rank the Forest Service and the Army Corps
of Engineers as “Bureaucratic Superstars” NPS is
fumped with Fish and Wildlifa Service and Soil Con-
servation Service in the middle as ‘Agencies that Mud-
dle Through.” At the low end “Organizational Shooting
Stars” one finds Bureau of Land Management and
Bureau of Reclamation.

Although the book is somewhal shallow in ils
analysis, 1 found the depiction of NPS 1o be generaily
accurate, and it made for interesting reading.
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