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U.S. environmental groups have come up with a new 
concept for promoting preservation of ecologically valu· 
able land outside the United States: It's called the "debt· 
for-nature" swap. Bolivia, the first developing country to 
agree to the plan, will have its foreign debt reduced in 
return for legal protection of three parcels of land adjoin· 
ing the existing 334,000-acre Beni Biosphere Reserve­
part of it to be maintained undisturbed for research. 
Another portion will be used by the nomadic Chimane 
Indians and will be opened to carefully managed agri· 
cultural and forestry development. 

The $100,000 to finance the swap came from the 
Frank Weeden Foundation based in San Francisco and 
was arranged by Conservation International, a Wash· 
ington-based environmental organization acting through 
Citicorp Investment Bank. The process is described in 
the August 7, 1987 issue of Science, p. 237-238. Such 
deals could play a role in protecting habitat for migratory 
birds that winter in Latin America and summer in the U.S. 
and Canada. 
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