
An extensive discussion of the effects of acid rain on 
freshwater ecosystems appears 1n the Jan. 8, 1988 
1ssue of Science (pp. 149-157). D.W. Schindler, of the 
Canadian Department of Fisheries' Freshwater Institute 
(501 University Crescent, Winnipeg, Manitoba RdT 2N6, 
Canada), finds that acid-vulnerable areas are more 
numerous and widespread than previously believed. 
Some invertebrates are disappearing at pH values as 
high as 6.0, he maintains. 

Although lakes and streams in acid-vulnerable areas 
of northeastern North America have suffered substan­
tial declines in acid-neutralizing capacity, he says. "the 
recent rate of acidification of lakes is slower than once 
predicted. in part the result of decreases in sulfur oxide 
emissions. 

The article discusses some of the processes that 
have contributed to acidification of lakes as well as those 
that have protected acid-sensitive freshwaters . 
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