An extensive discussion of the efects of acid rain on
‘reshwater ecosysiems appears in the Jan. 8. 1988
issue of Scrence {pp. 149-157). DW, Schindler. of the
Cananian Department of Fisheries’ Freshwater Institute
1501 University Crescent. Winnipeg. Manitoba RdT 2NE.
Canada). finas that acid-vulnerable areas are more
numerous and widespread than previously believed.
Some inverebrates are disappearing at pH values as
high as 6.0. he maintains.

Aithough akes and streams in acid-vuinerabls areas
of northeasterr North America have suffered substan-
tial dechnes in acid-neutraizing capacty. he says. “the
recent rate of acidification of iakes 15 slower than once
oredicteq, in part the result of decreases i suifur oxide
2MISsIons.

The articie discusses some of the processes that
nave contriouted t¢ acidrication ot lakes as well as those
that have protecled acid-sensitive freshwaters.
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