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' The gieentiouse effect is oo lQilger a controver­
slalsubjectfor ~tiona! ~:it is :one of the 
be$t•established theories in almospheric sci­
eilce;~ according to Stephen H. Schneider of the 
Natio!lal Center for Atmospheric Research in 
BOUlder, Colo. -

In response to !Ills general recognition, "the 
largest gatherlng ever oo !he subject of adapting to 
climate change • wru;; hekflast October in Waflh­
fngton, D.C., and attended by research scientists 
and a broad afray of pOficy makers representing­
various levels of government, ufilitie~ car makers, 
enviroomental grQUP$, and the chemical, oll and 
gasi~~; 

In an article- by Urura Tangley in BioScience 
(Vol. 38, No.1, pp.14·18), the scientilicattentionto 
ihis phenomenhnis described -beginning around 
ihe turn ot the centuty when the massive amount 
of C02 befog released by the Industrial Revolution 
were first becoming a cause for worry, 

The article traces the accumulation of data and 
the orgatlked reactions on the part of nations and 
ihe world. (C02 levels already have increased 
about 25% stoce 1900 and are expected to double 
by the second half of the 21st century. A 1985 
oonference sponsored by the lrnemalional Coun­
cil of Scientific Unions, the Wortd Metevrological 
Orgapizatioll, and the llfllted Nations Environ­
ment Programme resulted in dire warnings from a 
<lisfinguished international group of scientists.) 
r The article detalls present and anticipated 
.efJoots on agriculture, fotestty, fisheries, and bio­
lOgical diversify and parJ<s. Robert L. Peters of ihe 
Wrirtd. Wildlfte Fund and the Conservation Fotm~ 
dation contended !flat atl average change of jUst a 
feW degrees "would create conditions that the nat· 
l!(al biota has no! had to contend wfth in 100;000 
years.~ · '-

For consideration 61 what this could mean to ihe 
National Pail< Service and System, see the edi­
torial in 1his issue. 


